U. S. Department of Agriculture 
A, > Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 


" Selected Data on lligratory Labor. 


I. Operations employing migratory workers, 1947. 1/ 


Operation Workers Duration of Operation Yorkers Duration 
peak 2/ of peak 2/ 
ie Cotton picking 200,000 2-3 months Bean “picking 40,000 1 month 
fi Potato picking 90,000 3 weeks Citrus picking 40,000 6 months 
4 Tomato picking 75,000 - 1 month Grape picking 40,000 3 weeks 
\ Small grain harvest 60,000 1 month Stravberry picking 35,000 5 weeks 
: Sugar beet topping 60,000 1 month Apricot picking 30,000 3 weeks 
Sugar beet thinning 55,000 1 month Prune Picking 30,000 1 month 
Peach picking 55,000 3 weeks Apple picking 30,000 1 month 
Cherry picking 45,000 3 weeks Pea picking 30,000 1 month 
Other crops requiring 12,000-20,000 workers: walnuts, sweetcorn, hops, 
asparagus, hay, carrots, tobacco, sugarcane, onions. 
1/ From Major Areas Nequiring Outside “gricultural Tabor, USDA Ag. Ext. 
Ber vical oe comer emo) ime a 
2/ In one locality. 
II. lajor areas employing migratory workers, 1947. 1/ 
Area Vorkers Crops 
Central Valley, California 75,000 ~- 100,000 Cotton, fruit, tomatoes 
Ilississippi Delta 80,000 - 100,000 Cotton 
Lower Rio Grande Valley 30,000 - 0,000 Cotton, fruit,vegetables 
Cotton areas of Yexas, llew Mexico, 
and Arizona 60,000 - 70,000 Cotton 
Atlantic Coast 30,000 - 35,000 Potatoes, beans, fruit 
Michigan 30,000 - 40,000 Sugar beets, fruit, veg. 
Northwestern States 25,000 - 30,000 Fruit, hops, potatoes, 


sugar beets. 


ee, 


1/ From Major Areas iiequiring Outside Agricultural Iabor, USDA Ag. Ext. Service 


III. Concentration of employment of migratory workers, Sept. 19-25, 1948. 1/ 


ee 


ses Co RR Se 
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lIligratory labor use Percent of Percent of 
a farms migratory workers 
Farms hiring workers 60.0 et 
Farms hiring migratory workers 3.8 100 ,O 
Farms hiring 1-999 man days of mig. labor oer 4y 
Farms hiring over 1000 man days of mig. labor 7 39)1.1% of farms 


, __Farms farms hiring unreported man days of mig. labor 4 | 17)50% of mig labo 


1/ Unpublished data from Sept. 1948 wage rate survey, Bureau of Agricultural 
: Heonomics. 


lag ads 
F sear: a 
Bee ee ae 
“gidsseme L 0,08: en tote nee" nikaoM Eg 900,005 Fak ee 00 
ativuon 4. GOB.OR  paitinty: ayigkd. "else 8 000,00 > nokia’ prey He 
asso! €: 300, 04 gakiukg seas rine 1+ "| 000, eT gutfolg ocsew?. 


aisew 2 OOOEC hibeoks witedies?® Adston i; 000,00  dsevead ateta Cima? 
“okaeW KE BO0.OC gansiote donthA’* donee ae: 000,08  saterod tear soRye 
£ 
f 
ft 


Hiuoie-£ 000,08 wie ee ink? ee one dtrem i  OOO.2? 9 pelneteds soed senus ; 
atom f° OUR. OF gabon: uae an _nyleew =f SOO Re. Retort a : ar 
idcnm £  OOO.0E ce antttahoss 2. leew e.. 909,28 . Batt tg vise r 
ne fer ogre aint etal soe 000, Fa+000 SI gatrtupet aces 990 
«eho ia * bitso a8 «ovondot ,ado7 TRU , (ak , Sreetagan.. 


AS te ace atodal’ La, aettys te ‘gbtetuo. gibilvpe:: east) role; mov. VL 


f - eS a oe iprthe 7 
—? te nt emanate ‘arg ane SO I OE jae rs aaNet: 


| ; etbiaoos 90 aT \3 
\L 146 errs owe saiakaehes. servolanre one writ ae ae 


eaten ae Pas Ale AC a = seam (meme te e cemape ene ee” - 


’ 


silos sha te A le el VC a BS 


<n LMI Desai at waa eer gtettol! 2 Ae 3 egal 
tes ty ean einen apie so tap seamen at a ea ernineeneareneienmecennarin nbiheaniileebintoee EO A Os 
Gsod eas (Thiet, Nesip2: ~° 000; OOL O00, eo, Se “GEGTOTEIAS ell oY iaxtied: 
nottoy 000, G0L » 08 ee eee Soqigeken ti. 
ant dadeigan 2 bureX, Ost] > 000,00! > Ga0 SE Vela. aba oli ts¥0i al 
Thy Te. baat vol ,@exe® to esoxe aovicd ., 
rv nodted  - OOO OT + 000,08" & v, ahosith hme. 7 
; | sictd: qaneod ~peodsst. O00 ef = 000, 0F «oe , tepod oidnshfA | 
pov SEUSS, .oteed taps 0OO.OF --O0N Gr cegeist 
ip a esc or bssicdl - OUGROE  ~ 900,85 4 nie e?sse swistaouitrol: 
>, $ ese rs vr WEED : rae x0 pi) are A ) 
oe LG 7 ic q 
ae GAGE 23. re . tee aetadek: ag amienes tte, mptae sdreanoy ITT a 


eee la aoa Se te te "Ae a ier nti aan ae anes Sy Pay me * Fe eee age - — Saeenodenetieaiemen > 
“to snare. vist ree Los ian ‘* Pe mydel era de 1g 
eae amos mie ce Cee ay en ee P SoG bo: bes 


ele 


ae 


828924 
IV. Major "home bases" of m of migratory farm workers. 
Ilome base . Major work areas 
Central Valley, California California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona 
Southern Texas Texas, Ilichigan, Colorado, Arkansas, Iiss. 
Florida Worth Carolina, Virginia, Maryland,lJ.J.,lIX. 


Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Kentucky California, Arizona, Michigan, Colorado 


V. Ustimates as to number of migratory workers. 


etn en + eee eee 


Time By illumber 1/ 

193 Tolan Committee 4,000,000 non-farm, 1,000,000 farm 
1945 Bureau of Agr. con, 600,000 migrants 

19h6 Agric. Ext. Service 600,000 migrants 

1948 Bureau of Agri. Icon. 880,000 migrants 

1949 Bureau of Agri. Icon. 520,000 domestic migrants, 


500 , 000 foreign _ 


1/ Exclusive of children and other dependents. 


VI. Seasonality of hired labor use in 1931 and 1949, 1/ 
rs. Ilired workers (in thousands) 


hegion pee lniowmonthi (ee th high month) ee 

Re 99) 940 change 931) kg Change -f 
Hew England 64 34 ~30 116 109 ~7 
Middle Atlantic 131 83 -48 290 266 2) 
E. N. Central ahi 116 ~125 519 yho -47 
Ww. U, Central 259 BY =175 543 566 +23 
South Atlantic 331 207 ~124 637 920 +283 
i. S. Central 1h9 107 -2 398 885 +487 
Wo a. Central 235 93 ~142 607 833 +226 
lountain 85 45 -4O 221 235 +14 
Pacific 1O2 Mae LES -45 314 Uh +132 


1/ Both migratory and non-migratory workers. From Farm Employment, by 
negions, Revised 1931- 1949, Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 


VII. Average days of work per farm worker. ae ew ae 
__ Total days | of work per farm worker 


es Tarm work on-farm work All work 
Days Days ) Days 
1946 vals 29 i) 
1947 106 33 139 
1948 104 36 140 
a Le Se lel ee ee eee ah eee 


if Be Both migratory and non-migratory. Data from The ilired “arm Vorking Force 
1948 and 1949 by Gladys K. Bowles, Louis J. Ducofr and llargaret Jarman 
HMagood, Bur. Agr. Lcon. 
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VIII. ‘mployment and earnings of migratory workers by age and sex, 1949. iy, 


Average days Average = 
PEOUE ___worked earnings 
Days por tane 
All migratory workers 101 514 
Males sige) 655 
Females 68 202 
Age 
14-15 val 239 
16-19 86 369 
20-3) 105 S76 
35-54 118 623 
ee nO eee be Oy PLO ikl Vw es HOO 
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IX. Percent of migratory workers who had cash earnings of given amounts, 1949, 
by chief activity groups. 1/ 


Cash earnings ATT - | hose whose chief activity was: ae 
during 1949 workers Farm wage work Other gainful activity fon-gainful 
Percent Percent  =—~C:«é«éercerntt Percent 
Unter $200 37 7 27 55 
200-599 33 hh 30 23 
600-999 13 21 12 7 
1000 and over 17 28 31 _ 
Gouale wm 100 Ce a eee ee ee) i; ROU 
Perec AL Crimean Ger (mee RenIie mae’ ry arm rh aac aoe 1p 
__in each group 100 eb lee eo Bas Me} 


1/ Unpublished data from 1949 labor force survey, Bureau of Agricultural iicon. 
2/ Includes nonfarm work, operation of a farm, operation of a business, 

a unpaid family work. 

Sy, Includes housework and school attendance. 


X. Umployment and earnings of farm and factory workers, 19h9, 
: Type of worker 
lligratory farm  ilon-migratory farm lianufacturing 2 


=, 


Average days of work 1949 101 1/ 120 1/ 25 

Average rate per day $5.10 $440 $11.20 

Cash earnings per year $514.00 1/ $520 .00 ay) $2746.00 2/ 

Value of perquisites $36.00 3/ $60.00 3/ $120.00 4/ 
Total earnings $550.00 $580 .00 $2865.00 


iW From Iligratory Farm orkers in 1949 by Louis J. Ducoff, Bureau of Agricul- 
2 tural Economics. ii 

2/ From Monthly Labor Keview Bureau of labor Statistics. 

3/ From Perquisites Furnished Wired “orkers 1945 by Barbara B. Reagan, 

Buréau of Agricultural Gconomics. ~~ 

4/ Estimated from data in Survey of Current Business on non-wage income of 

is wage earners. nag 
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